Workshop „Environment in AEGEE – why do we need it?” in Fall Agora 2006 Napoli
Held by Kadri Kalle (AEGEE-Tartu)

The workshop was held in Open Space, that is based on 4 principles:
· the right people are at present

· everything that happens is right

· when things start, then it’s the right time for it

· when things end, then it’s the right time for it
And one law, the law of 2 feet: if a person is not contributing or gaining to the discussion, he or she can use their 2 feet and go somewhere where they are doing that.

We had 5 very active participants, and according to the Open Space, this was right at that moment (Open Space has been organised for minimum 2 and maximum 2000 people). For more information about Open Space, look for „Open Space Techology. A User’s Guide” by Harrison Owen (1997).
Participants raised following subjects:

· East countries and sustainable development?

· Should we make an internal education-sensibilization-training?

· AEGEE & European Environmental Politics: role & position

· An Environmentally Friendly AEGEE?

· Alternative Travelling Methods (not flying for example)

· Environmental standards for AGORAs and conferences/events

· Hosting big events in environmentally friendly ways

Following subjects were discussed:
European Politics & AEGEE & the Environment

Discussion leader: Sanne Stuur (Nijmegen)
Involved in discussion: Valeria Schembri and Elizabetha Borg (Valetta)

· Something should be done, we should be involved

· We need to set up contacts with other NGOs: local and European/world to learn from & work together

· There is awareness, it is time for initative, putting it into action

· We as students should initiate it

· We need to start during events:

· Separate waste

· Point to need of water conservation

· Use recycled paper and recycle

· Keep doors etc shut

· It would be nice to seek environmentally friendly locations, but money will be a problem
· We need to find balance

· Maybe use CD press release together with environment WG

· Form an AEGEE policy

· The working group can represent AEGEE on environmental matters

· The working group should think a work practical & balanced

· AEGEE should focus on implementation and application

· We can have European standards, although application may differ for regions

· European standards should be set but it requires flexibility, it is an ongoing process (ongoing communication)

Internal education especially for eastern countries

Discussion leader: Sebastiano Perale (Venezia)

Involved in discussion: Alexander Ilg (Konstanz), Kadri Kalle (Tartu)

· Situation in eastern countries: - in EU/future-EU countries
 - not EU countries 

· How to make internal education? - by giving example

      - by training

· Travelling impacts

· Cooperation with railways companies

Environmentally friendly AEGEE? Travelling? Events?

Discussion leader: Sebastiano Perale (Venezia)

Involved in discussion: Sanne Stuur (Nijmegen)
· Is it possible to have an environmenally friendly AEGEE?

· At an individual level, people should have a basic training about environmental issues

· At a local level, locals could try to avoid too much stress on the environment, during the events

· The same for at the european level.

· AEGEE certificated?

· Biggest impacts:

· Travelling

· Use of paper and ink

· Catering companies

· Rubbish: recylcing

Environmental standards for Agoras

Discussion leader: Alexander Ilg (Konstanz)

Involved in discussion: Kadri Kalle (Tartu)

· Cooperation with EU (EU ecolabel – flower)

· Develop our own AEGEE ecolabel (taking into account the student organizing fundraising issues etc)

· Introduce plane-travelling alternatives, negotiate discounts with railways (travel card)

· Introduce environmental possibilities, alternatives

· Environmental advisor for Agoras

· Differences between countries (possibilities to sort garbage)

· Economical and ecological (money is the motivation)

· Scheme:

Environmental project team

Project X


EU funding

(has human resources)

applies for AEGEE ecolabel

Council




gets the label

  easier to get funding

environmental criteria




       (eco is hot subejct in EU)

Discussed subjects, that participants voted as the best ones (everybody had 10 votes):

· form an AEGEE policy (6)

· Biggest impacts: travelling, use of paper and ink, catering companies, rubbish: recycling (6)

· Cooperation with railways companies (6)

· develop our own AEGEE ecolabel (5)

· AEGEE certificated? (3)

· We need to start during events (separate waste, water conservation etc) (3)

· introduce plane-travelling alternatives (2)

· introduce environmental possibilities (2)

· environmental advisor for Agoras (2)

· the scheme ( (2)

· We need to set up contacts with other NGOs (2)

· There is awarness, it is time for initiative (2)

· How to make internal education? 1) by giving example (1), 2) by training (2)

· AEGEE should focus on implementation and application (1)

All in all, though there were few participants, the ones present found that it was good to know that environmental issues are being thought of within AEGEE and they are not alone (
It was also mentioned that this was the first time during this Agora, that people actually got the chance to exchange ideas (and that is what AEGEE is all about, right?)

The greatest result we got from this workshop was probably the idea to help make Agora Valletta a more environmental friendly one. Contact with the organizers has been set up already.
