Workshop „Green Utopia” in Spring Agora 2006 Warszawa

Held by Katrin Tomson (AEGEE-Nijmegen) and Kadri Kalle (AEGEE-Tartu)
On this historical day (() we made our first step towards bringing envrionmant into AEGEE. We had 2-hour workshop with many fruitful thoughts. So what did we do?
First everybody thought what does the word „envrionment” actually means to us?
· (smart) life

· clean, fresh air/water etc

· polluted air, dust

· squirrels (
· animal

· prosperity

· sustainability

· politics, policies
· biodiversity

· protection of nature

· ecology

· ecosystems

· food chains

· cycles

· (our) habitat

· all the things around us

· sustainable development theories

· people (around us)
· nature

· city

· origin

· passion

· sky

· sun

· swimming

· energy

· eternal beauty

· change

· park

· freedom

· soil

· discovering

· fuzzy

· funny people in big sweaters

· trees

· old houses

· cars and bicylces

· paper

· natural resources

· new technologies

· awarness – built on environmental conscience
· development and progress

· culture – not only plants and wildlife

After that leaders of workshop gave a short presentation about where AEGEE could stand in environmental protection field.
· We have the concept of Sustainable Development since Rio Declaration in 1992.

· EU Treaty requires the integration of  Sustainable Development into all European policies, so they are designed in a balanced and mutually reinfering way to meet economic, environmental and social objectives.
· Controversialy to EU acts Greenpeace. Founded in 1971 by trying to stop underground nuclear testing in Alaska, home for endangered seals, its main activities are protesting-actions. 

· We have many good strategies, but they don’t work in reality. The change has to take place in people minds. AEGEE shouldn’t be neither political like EU nor only protesting like Greenpeace. We should find something between, that at the same time could put sustainable development in action.

· In order to turn utopia into reality we often need to change actually very little. The sum of small thigns makes one big change.

· For exaple in Agora we have ~900 people and 6 coffeebreaks = 5400 plastic cups (it takes 50 years for one cup to decompose). If people take their sleeping bags and ohter personl things with them to the Agora, why not also take their own cup that they can wash in the toilets and use during whole Agora.

· What could we do?

· Raise awarness on environmental issues

· Foster concept of sustainable development within AEGEE

· How could we do that?

· thematic days (similar to European Day of Languages: car-free-day, buy-nothing-day etc)
· conferences of specific subject: energy, biodiversity, sustainable development etc

· hike-camps to maintain or get into contact with nature (and enjoy the beauty of Europe as long as we have it :P)

· volunteering – maybe alternatives to summer universities, to help local communities in environmental field

Short open discussion was followed, which showed that there are many problems like:

· the gap between people not wanting to get out of the cities and those willing to go to the wilderness
· the concept of Sustainable Development. Is it right to emhasise development as progress, taking into account that Earth is actaully closed system?

· How do we want to protect the environment: for the people or with the people?
· etc etc

As these questions are all very important for the future of all of us, the need to discuss them is getting more crucial and crucial.

As the time for workshop was limited and not enough to take up these subject, we tried to think of a possible future event, that would be appealing and fun. We devided people into 3 groups an they had to make posters for their „imagenery” event, which could have both impact on society and fun. Beautiful posters wiht great ideas were created, which defenetly won’t be left unused.
„Get confortable in YOUR environment” – from city to the countryside

Youth Meetinf (Eco-Youth)

Purposes: include youth conscience, learn EU policies, discuss global env. issues


Content of event: panel sessions about EU policies, global issues, env. consciencness, practical solutions (thematic part).




   Hiking in nature, workshop: garbage collection, sculpture/creativity, ecological night (fun in envioronment)

Develop yourself – A bike race through Europe – starting from urban places and finishing in non-urban place, having workshops, quizes etc in the middle

(by workshop helders): Football – organised environmental-friendly, using natural fabrics in clothing players, offering organic healthy food, workshops (pottery, cooking etc) for women, getting sport celebrites to participate.
What next? All the participants gave us their e-mails to put into our mailing list. We also will get AEGEE-list soon and maybe web-space to store our documents. In August 2006 we’re also hoping to organise event in Holland to get started with taking action ;)
Defenetly we will contiue with workshops that could/should take place in every AEGEE statuory meeting (at least in AGORAs).
