Workshop „AEGEE goes environMENTAL” in Spring Agora 2007 Valletta

Held by Kadri Kalle (AEGEE-Tartu) and Meike Berben (AEGEE-Utreht)
We had quite unexcpected amount of 35 participants in our workshop and so we decided to go outside and held the workshop in open air.

The workshop concentrated on the European Day of Environment, which newly formed Environmental Working Group (EnWG) is promoting. The idea is similar to European Day of Languages – to get as many AEGEE locals to organise different environmental activities in the same period of time.

The proposed time by EnWG was last week of May and first week of June, from European Day of Parks (May 24th) till World Environment Day (June 5th). Also EnWG proposed to have one broad theme every year, from which locals can choose their niche and concrete activities. To get some feedback on these frames, we held a small discussion in groups.

Time:

· early May

· what is connection with World Environment Day?

· European Day of Languages is not same as AEGEE version – but same time period is useful

· need coordinated „day” -> stronger than isolated antennae events?

· exam difficulty May/June -> can’t get people to organise

· AEGEE day of Environment? (alternative to 5th June)

· research for overlapping with other similar events (i.e. Green Week in Warwick)

Theme:
· date will depend on theme?

· important to retain flexibility -> can choose different topic if wish

· possible to have an overall topic but each antennae decide within that what affects them most

· different things affect different areas of Europe
· guidelines, suggestions by EnWG
· If many locals -> free theme

· For motivation better if free to choose for local, e.g Turkey not separating garbage -> recycling

· Working group make suggestion – local can choose

· Different locals have different problems

· European Day of Environment = starting point + summer course 

· Has to be symbolic
Time for European Day of Enviornment:

End of April, the week of Earth Day – 22nd of April

This year first week of June (5th of June – World Environment Day)

Theme will be suggested by EnWG every year, broad enough for every antenna to find their own interests in that, but following that theme is not strictly obligatory.
The second discussion round concentrated on possible activities that can be organised during European Day of Environment, under the theme of climate change, that would be the subject of this year.
Group I

Partners – Greenpeace, green party, existing initiatives

Activities:

· workshops

· talk/speech

· media/press

· fun events

· PR (flyers, posters)

· actions, i.e. planting trees

· screening i.e. „An Inconvenient Truth” + discussion
· party „bring your own cup”

· music/sport events

· get famous people involved

· element of suprise/something special

· tests, i.e. „How big is your carbon footprint?”

· shock people

· offer ideas what everybody can do their everyday life

· show what we have done/achieved

Group II
Climate change:

· assign people to fallow environmental events (like Edu WG)
· make information and action

· show information

· hang on other events 5th June, join in

· we’re not the experts

· own mugs -> put advertisement

· working with bigger organisations

· parties

· plant AEGEE forest

Group III

Timeframe -> 1 day to start with, then see how popular it becomes

Partners -> we connect to other NGOs, SUs, local schools

Global warming, Kyoto protocoll – education – how?

-> Visit elementary schools (combine day)

Whole day – movie, lecture, „environmentally friendly” party

Smashing a car to show contempt for emissions

Making a sculpture out of recylables

Planting trees

Exhibition – photos, crafts

All in all was concluded, that environmental activities have to be made fun and connected to parties, also shocking people is sometimes necessary to get them change themselves.
More information about different activities that can be organised during European Day of Environment, can soon be found from

http://www.wg.aegee.org/envwg -> Activities
If you’re interested in organising European Day of Environment, have already done something similar in your antenna or just need more information and support, please contact us:

Kadri Kalle – kadri.kalle@aegee.org (EnWG, projects’ responsible)

Meike Berben - meikeberben@hotmail.com (EnWG, European Day of Environment responsible)
The list of workshop participants
	Name
	Local/body
	e-mail

	1. Daniel Soujon
	IPWG and München
	daniel.soujon@utnet.de

	2. Kristjan Puusild
	Tallinn
	dranz@hot.ee

	3. Annika Werner
	Dresden
	feraedd@web.de

	4. Verena Schmidt
	Tuebingen
	verena.sch@googlemail.com

	5. Päivi Lehtisalo
	Tampere
	päivi.lehtisalo@gmail.com

	6. Onur Kutlukaya
	Izmir
	onurkutlukaya@gmail.com

	7. Thomas van Lessen
	Stuttgart
	thomas@van_lessen_2003.de

	8. Florian Stief
	Stuttgart
	fstief@gmx.de

	9. Sirly Raavel
	Tallinn
	sirlyke@gmail.com

	10. Veronika Rato
	Barcelona
	veronicarato@gmail.com

	11. Floris Večas
	Behalf of CWG
	fveas@gmail.com

	12. Senem Güngör
	Izmir
	senemgngr@yahoo.com

	13. Thilo Renning
	Mainz
	rennthi@gmx.de

	14. Stehanie Berger
	Maastriht
	stephaniebugeronline@yahoo.com

	15. Ozgun Aktepe
	Izmir
	ozgunagtepe@hotmail.com

	16. Clementine Vitek
	Dublin
	cmvite@gmail.com

	17. Imola Fejes
	Szeged
	mimoza1@freemail.hu

	18. Zita Csölig
	Szeged
	cszita85@yahoo.de

	19. Davide Antoni
	Trieste
	davideantoni@libero.it

	20. Tsayi Yaria
	Athina
	tsayiyaria@yahoo.gr

	21. Karvela Natasa
	Athina
	notyonclouds@gmail.com

	22. Paul Edkins
	Warwick
	p.s.edkins@warwick.ac.uk

	23. Vasiliki Ntaskagianni
	Patra
	nt_vaso@yahoo.gr

	24. Andreas Koutsopoilos
	Patra
	koutsopo@ceid.upatras.gr

	25. Siiri Kiri
	Tallinn
	kosmosemutt@hotmail.com

	26. Mariann Naar
	Tallinn
	mariann.naar@gmail.com

	27. Silvia Ortiz
	Castello
	silvia_ortiz_minarro@hotmail.com

	28. Hilde de Leeuw
	Utrecht
	xhilde@yahoo.com

	29. Cigden Ertikin
	Canakkale
	certkin@hotmail.com

	30. Sabine Gerte
	Mainz/Wisbaden
	sabinegerte@yahoo.de

	31. Thomas Bondiguez
	Prague
	thomas_bondiguel@hotmail.com

	32. Elica Encheva
	München/Warwick
	e.encheva@yahoo.com

	33. Nathalie Mougin
	Bayreuth
	nathalie_mougin@hotmail.com

	34. Miguel Gallardo
	Alicante, EnWG
	kaveri_miguel@yahoo.es

	35. Christian Pauschert
	Karlsruhe, EnWG
	ChristianPauschert@web.de


