Youth on the Frontline – international seminar on the sustainable future of Europe
Workshop „Sustainability” (an extract)
Session I
Friday, September 15th 2006
· Presentation of definition of sustainable development:
· development, that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. (Brundtland Report)

· social trajectory that leads to fulfillment of basic needs of all citizens without destroying the resource base.

· aims at the continuous improvement of the quality of life on earth of both current and future generations.

· to achieve the highest sustainable quality of life.

· What does sustainability mean to you? Put down some key words

· Think about future generations, respect them

· Environment protection and respect

· Exploit rersources in an intelligent way

· Preservation of resources

· Sensible use of resources

· The least negative impact on environment

· Cooperation and colaboration – trust in each other

· Creativeness and innovation

· Sucsess

· Individuals – States – Cooperatives

· International cooperation

· Compromises

· Mutual agreements

· Equality

· Tranparency

· Achieving the balance between what you need now and later

· Reflecting our own actions

· Right should depend on power balance

· Long term profit

· Long term policies

· Create policies

· Temporary sacrificies

· Efficiency

· Security

· Consider size of population

· Improvement of quality of life (difference between countries)
· Conflict of intrests

· 3 aspects of sustainability:
· Economy

· Society

· Environmental protection
· Technology = the way through which the 3 act in sustainable development

· Aspects represented usually as pillars or concentric circles or overlapping circles

· Ideal: Balance of the 3 aspects

· Lisbon-process:

· Making EU’s econmy the most competetive and dynamic in the world by 2010
· Metaphor: 3 children of EU, parents take care of the sick one first: Economy! And degrating environment instead.
· Environment is basis, limited capital, from where economy comes

· Disagreement: Where does economy come from? From the society or the natural resources?
· The World Convservation Union (IUCN)
· Conference this year: Rethinking concept of sustainability

· Often environmental sustainability is neglected for having economic sustainability
· Metaphor of a building with 3 pillars:

· If one pillar is missing or too large or too short, the building will break apart

· Goal: How can we deal with economy and at the same time protect environment and society?

· First def:

· Don’t take more than you need

· First world countries go to 3rd world countries and spoil nature there

· Differentiate between what we need and what we „want”

· European people have the basic needs, consider luxurious things as „need”

· Basic needs = water, soil, energetic resources, clean environment
· Contra: What about work? If a person earns money with Internet, isn’t internet a basic need in this case?

· Agenda 21: 

· Local authorities had to create their own means to achieve the main goals (E.g. reduction of car use).
· Problem: We don’t even know what our local governments are doing to achieve these goals

· Doesn’t reach the people’s everyday needs

· We can be the persons being the connection between academic words of the Agenda and the people

· Create policies for the 3 actors:  Individual level, state level, economy 

· What can we, as youth, as leaders fo NGOs do to translate the academic words into our members’ everyday life?
· We can act on local level

· Info campaigns

· Group assignment: think how to get attention/ organise one event connected to sustainable development.

· How to get people to think about the importance of it?

· How to get people involved?

· How to make the event itself sustainable?

Car Free Day – Sept 22nd
· open air event on the last Sunday of september with something for free to attract them (musical shows, free drinks etc)
· the use of the car is fined

· public tansportation for free

· attract people to go outside

· problem: people don’t like using public transportation because it is crowded and without air conditioning

· alternativ use of asphalt:

· organise bike or inline competition on the road

· letting children draw on the asphalt with crayons

Personal level:

· Raising awareness

· Promote Car Free Day to your friends and family

· Encourage to discover the city by walking around

Buy Nothing Day – last Friday/Saturday defore December
· Long promotion, starts 30 days defore

· Pre-day, when the activities take place

· Involving municipal institutions, environmental associations, also coorperations who want to have better image
· Sports activities: for healthier life style
· Workshop for Re-using rubbish
· Movie: Supersize Me
· Photo contest about impacts of consuming

· Offering alternative means: Do sports instead of going to the mall

· Campaign: via Internet, flyers out of recycled paper, SMS with catchy messages
· On real day measure, how many people went to shop on that day

Personal Level:

· Talk to people 

· Be role model

Christmas Party

· Main square of the city

· Using a tree that is already at that square

· Invitation to all people in the city

· People have to bring recycled decorations
· Promotion of a store that sells recycled things (e.g. bags made out of plastic)

· Everybody brings his/her own cup (no waste of water for cleaning it several times)

· Food served on plates that can be washed, finger food, so no need for forks-knives
· Oil used for frying food will be used as fuel later

· People should come by public transport, bike, walking, bus ticket also as entrance ticket
Personal Level:

· Motivate to use recycled decorations

What can we do?
· Raise awareness, spread the idea
· Action, not only talk

· Cultural sustainability: Introducing each other to our cultures

· Personal role-models

Session II
Saturday, September 16th

Assaignments were given, which participants discussed in 2 groups:

SD (sustainable development)
· simple definition:
· respect/keep in mind future generations, exploit our resources intelligently/rationally
· meet needs of present without compromising the needs of future generations 

· why is it important?

· If we destroy our resources, we destroy our future generations’ opportunities to achieve the knowledge we already have

· To preserve society, human species, natural resources,

· we need to preserve nature to benefit from it,

· we also live in the world of tomorrow

· Why isn’t it working?

· Money, immediate/private interest -> not having long-term plans
· Immediate personal benefits,

· economic benfits istead of environmental,

· Agenda 21 is guideline, document, not policy, no accountability,

· lack of education, information

· What is the youth’s part in it?

· 1) raise awerness, educate,

2) take over the role-model, take compromises,

3) organising activities, acting responsible to ourselves and others
· We can introduce new mentality, through education,

· we are the leaders of tomorrow,

· youth acting as civil society,

· putting pressure on authoroties, institutions

· Pro’s:

· a stedy income, continuous and predictable market, easy to control market, economies etc,

· assure the quality of life,

· the feeling of security of people (taking action),

· security of the future generations, quality life and opportunities for them
· SD is to keep balance,

· high benefits in the long term,

· we could have a better future and lifestyle
· Contra’s:

· too theoretical, too vagues, not accesable to everyone,

· high costs of implementation (a lot of money lost for corporations),

· conflicts of interests,

· takes times and efforts to implement,

· there is no concrete long-term policy, it’s just a concept
· Environmental-friendly vs productivity,

· emphasis on economy

Presentation/summary:
SD

Keep in mind the future generations, exploit our resources rationally.
Problem: now we have immediate intrests, no long term policy or controlling it, lack of education, encorporate SD in school to make it normal part, blend it in.
Companies have power but not will to act sustainably.

Youth: pressure on institutions to introduce policies
+    balance between development and environment, incomes, assure security, security of future generations’ life style
-     confict of interests, no concrete policies, takes long time
Action:

· one regional day everywhere (holding hand day, planting trees day, clean the world day, saving the water etc– campaign afterwards)
· summer schools
· we need clear conclusions, specified goals
